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New Haven’s Stormwater System



Are we getting more rain?
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Living Shorelines



• 26 
bioswales

• 19 dry wells

• 7 pervious 
concrete 
installations

• 3 rain 
gardens

Existing GI Installations



Bioswales

• Green infrastructure in the 
public right of way

• Standard size: 15 feet by 5 
feet 

• Infiltration vs Conveyance

• Visible infrastructure



Bioswale Design



• Removal of the overflow curb cut

• Removal of concrete header to use of 
precast concrete footings

• Location of gabion

• Peastone cover

• Low maintenance plantings

Bioswale Design



Partnerships

• Urban Resources Initiative

• EMERGE

• CFE/Save the Sound

• Work with Re-entry population

• Provide job skills training 







• Flood prevention-
approx. 200 
bioswales- City 
project- grant 
funded (CDBG-
DR)

• CSO prevention-
approx. 75-100 
bioswales-
GNHWPCA 
project- grant 
funded (Clean 
Water Funds)

Planned Bioswale Projects



Shoreline Protection – Layered Approach









Lessons Learned

• Go with Green-first 
philosophy

• Find the co-benefits

• Don’t hedge your bet on GI

• Adaptive design process

• Engage the community

• See what works elsewhere

• Embrace your sandy soils



Thank You!

Questions?

Giovanni Zinn
gzinn@newhavenct.gov

@NewHavenEng

Dawn Henning
dhenning@newhavenct.gov
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