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Center for Land Use Education and Research at 

the University of Connecticut

ÁApproved by UConn Board of Trustees in 2002

ÁDept. of Extension / Dept. of NRE / CT Sea Grant 

Á 8 ð9 core faculty/staff

Á largely grant funded

ÁMission:

éto provide information and assistance to land use decision 

makers and other audiences in support of better land use 

decisions, healthier natural resources, and more resilient 

communities.
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CLEAR Program Areas

Water Land Use & Climate 
Resiliency

Geospatial Tools & 
Training

STEMEducation & 
Local Conservation

ÅApplied research

ÅGeospatial technology

ÅExtension outreach
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CLEAR Program Areas

ÅNEMO Program:  MS4 support 

ÅRain garden training & smartphone app

ÅLID on campus

Water Land Use & 
Climate 

Resiliency

Geospatial Tools 
& Training

Secondary 
School STEM
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State of LID Research

http:// s.uconn.edu /stateoflid



Why Bother?

Schlepping to town hall since 1991



Why Bother?

LID examples/awareness growing



Why Bother?

New MS4 general permit

Å Remove LID 

barriers in regs.

Å Require LID as 

1st option

Å Reduce DCIA by 

1% per year with 

retrofits
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Step 1: Regulation Review



Selecting Towns

Ånot randomized

Åtowns we knew

Åurban/suburban/rural

Åmedian home price

Ågeographic 

distribution

Å9 ñregionsò



Interns are wonderful

Scoured town websites 

for:

Å POCDs

Å Zoning regulations

Å Subdivision 

regulations

Å Inland/wetlands 

regulations

Å Stormwater

plans/other



General Support for LID

54 of 85 towns 

mention LID in regs



General Support for LID

65 of 85 towns mention 

reducing impervious surfaces
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Policies Adopted by Town



Does size matter?


